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The importance of "The General Prologue" in The Canterbury Tales
The poet Chaucer uses the general prologue to achieve a number of things. First, it introduces the general theme of the narrative. When the narrator begins the story by describing the spring season, the audience thinks he or she will tell a story of love. However, the story told is about pilgrimage (Chaucer p. 1). 
Secondly, the general prologue reveals to the audience that the story taught is an aggregate of other small stories which can be told separately. Therefore, the Canterbury Tales qualifies to be a frame narrative. When the pilgrims meet in Tabard Inn, they engage in the storytelling competition. The stories told have two functions: first, the help the audience to know what kind of a person is the storyteller (Chaucer p. 1). Secondary, they reveal aspects of life, such as love and marriage, religiosity, war, and deaths, etc.
At first, the narrator does not belong to the journeying group of pilgrims. Therefore, he or she uses the first person narrative perspective to describe his journey. However, after joining the group, he or she starts using the pronoun "we" to denote that he or she is one of them. The voice of the narration is informal. The narrator uses the traits portrayed by each of the pilgrims to introduce them to the audience (Chaucer p. 2). By so doing, he or she acts to mediate between the pilgrims and the audience. 
When describing them, the narrator adopts the estate's satire system. Some pilgrims belong to the first estate, which is the church. Others occupy the estate of nobility e.g., the Knight. Finally, there is the estate of the peasantry represented by the plowman. The "general prologue" therefore, praises human achievements and as well ridicules human folly and weakness.
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